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BANGALORE: Young Indian Davis
Cupper Yuki Bhambri on
Tuesday exuded confidence that
veteran Leander Paes and
Somdev Devvarman's presence
in the Indian squad will help them
win the Asia Ocenia tie against
Indonesia, starting April 5.

“There is no reason why India
should not win the tie, especially
after having Leander and
Somdev back into  the squad.
We always count on Leander
who has been doing it for us for
the last 20 years. Somdev is in
great form as well," said Yuki
after a practice session at the
KSLTA Stadium.

Yuki said the Indians are not
taking Indonesia lightly, but are
confident of pulling off the tie.
"We are playing the tie under
home conditions which always
is an added advantage," he said.

Yuki said the surface here has
been relaid which suits the
Indians, but have to get used to
the condition and the bounce.
"However, courts around the
world are generally similar. We
have two more days to get used
to it. I think it should be fine,"
he said.

He said he had played
Indonesia’s no.1 player
Christopher Rungkat in ATP
and Challengers event and last
year he prevailed over him in a
close match in Singapore.

The youngster said the way
Leander was playing India is
going to have him around for
another two years, nevertheless
the country is having a great
bench strength, with each try-
ing to outwit the other through

their performance. "We all are
similarly ranked. We end up
pushing each other trying to do
well. That also helps us.
Hopefully, we can get India into
the World Group again soon,"
he said.

INDONESIA NOT
WORRIED, SAYS SKIPPER
They might have lost to India
every time they had faced them,
but the Indonesians are keen on
turning the tables this time
around.

"I wish India fielded the same
team that they put up against
South Korea!," joked Hendri
Susilo Pramono, Indonesia's
non-playing captain.

"They are fielding a full
strength team, but we are not
worried and we will do our best,"
added Pramono, who last played
for his country in 2005.

Pramono said India would be
under as much pressure as
Indonesia with "this being the
relegation play off".

"That should be working on
their mind," he said.

He revealed that Indonesia's
national champion, Christopher
Rungkat will be their key play-
ers. "Our boys will play their
natural game and we will decide
on the exact composition soon,
and of course, Christopher
Rungkat, who is our national
champion, will be our key play-

er in this tie," he informed.
Pramono said barring the alti-

tude, the conditions are similar
to that of their country.

"The courts are good and we
don't mind playing under lights.
In a way that is good for us as
there will be less heat and all
our players are used to playing
under lights.

“My message to them is sim-
ple...Don't get overawed, just go
and play your best shot," said
Pramono.

Rungkat, who was a semi-
finalist at a $10,000 event in
Vietnam last week, said, "I am
no stranger to India and I have
played here before and look for-
ward to a good tie here."
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SALT LAKE CITY: The Utah Jazz
looked like a team on the verge
of collapse 10 days ago.

Now they've won a season-
best five straight to move a half-
game ahead of the idle Los
Angeles Lakers for the eighth
Western Conference playoff
spot.

Jefferson scored 24 points,
Mo Williams hit six 3-pointers
and the Jazz (39-36) beat the
Portland Trail Blazers 112-102
Monday night.

''We're a team that's playing
like we want to be in the play-

offs,'' said Jefferson.
It helps that Utah are  knock-

ing down 3s, opening things up
inside even more for its big men.

Randy Foye did the damage
in Saturday's win over Brooklyn,
going 8 of 9 from beyond the arc.

On Monday, it was Williams'
turn. He made a season-high 6
of 7 3-pointers and finished with
20 points as six Jazz players
scored in double figures.

In the last two games, the
Jazz have made 19 3-pointers.

Williams said he is just being
more aggressive.

''I'm just playing,'' said
Williams, who also had nine
assists in pushing the up-tempo

game. ''I'm not even thinking
about it. Let the plays happen.
Let my natural ability take over.''

The Blazers were within 79-
72 after Eric Maynor's 3-point-
er with 2:02 left in the third
before Williams hit his fifth and
sixth 3-pointers to give Utah an
87-74 lead going into the fourth.
The Jazz opened the fourth on
a 10-4 run, and never looked
back.

Jefferson, fresh off Western
Conference player of the week
honors, did much of the dam-
age.

He made 12 of 21 shots, had
10 rebounds, two steals, two
blocks and two assists. Paul

Millsap added 16 points on 7-of-
11 shooting, and Derrick Favors
had 18 points and seven
rebounds for the Jazz.
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MUMBAI: Former India all-round-
er Sandeep Patil has resigned
as Mumbai’s chief selector. It is
understood that he has stepped
down as the chief selector of the
West Zone as well.

Mumbai Cricket Association’s
(MCA’s) joint secretary Nitin
Dalal said, “I have received his
resignation letter.” The resig-
nation will now have to be kept
before the managing commit-
tee that meets on March 15. The
committee will have to choose
a replacement for Patil.

It is learnt that Patil, who also
is the chairman of the national
selection committee, decided to
give up the post as Mumbai’s
chief selector because he felt
that he could not do justice to
the role. “Because of his nation-
al commitments, he could not
devote too much time to
Mumbai cricket. He felt cannot
give enough time here,” an MCA
official told HT.

HT has also learnt that Patil
could not take out time from his
national duties to attend
Mumbai’s selection committee
meetings over the last few occa-
sions including the Vijay Hazare
trophy knockouts and the West
Zone Syed Mushtaq Ali trophy
T20.

The 56-year-old was appoint-
ed the chairman of Mumbai
selectors after he was chosen
as the chairman of national

selectors back in September.
Abey Kuruvilla, Deepak Jadhav
and Rajesh Sutar are the other
Mumbai selectors. 

Mumbai clinched their 40th
Ranji Trophy title and West
Zone lifted the Deodhar trophy
under Patil, who submitted his
resignation via an email during
the managing committee meet-
ing on Monday.

However, there was also 
speculation that Patil could have
walked away from Mumbai’s
selection committee owing 
to differences with the other
selectors. “Patil was unhappy
as he was not consulted before
selecting the team for the
national T20 (where Mumbai
lost all four games),” another
MCA official said.

The selection committee is
likely to undergo further
changes during the managing
committee meeting, as this is
expected to be Kuruvilla’s final
tenure as Mumbai selector with
him having completed eight
years as a selector.

‘Lee and Somdev’s presence will help’ Sandeep Patil steps
down as Mumbai’s
chief selector
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MUMBAI: Debutants Mumbai Police
City Riders defeated Bandra
Heroes  in the Mitsui Shoji T-20
League  final on Tuesday.
BRIEF SCORES 
Bandra Heroes 83/9 (S Gharat 3/9; S
Patil 2/14)  lost to Mumbai Police City
Riders 84/3 (Sunil Patil 34*; Humanyu
Hireapure 28*;  Ram Pandey 2/17).

PAL, PATIL SMASH 
300-RUN PARTNERSHIP 
Sports Promotion Groups’
Chandrakant Pal (137) and Parag
Patil (148*) stitched together a

301-run partnership, to script a
201-run win over Youth CC in the
Summer Vacation Tournament
held at Bengal Club, Shivaji Park.
BRIEF SCORES
Sports Promotion Groups 334/1 (C Pal
137, P Patil 148*) bt Youth CC 133 (A
Kumar 3/29, P Aswani 3/21).

GIRLS’ CAMP STARTS 
AT BENGAL CLUB
The two-month long summer
cricket coaching camp for girls,
organised by the Bengal Club
LRSN (Lalchand Rajput -
Sulakshana Naik) Cricket
Academy, was inaugurated at
Shivaji Park, Dadar, on Tuesday.

Mumbai Police best Jefferson powers Jazz past Trail Blazers
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INJURED POWELL
WITHDRAWS FROM
MELBOURNE MEET

SYDNEY: Former 100 metres
world record holder Asafa
Powell has been forced to
withdraw from his first
meeting since last year's
Olympic final because of a
hamstring injury, Athletics
Australia said on Tuesday.
The 30-year-old Jamaican
was scheduled to race at
the IAAF World Challenge
in Melbourne on Saturday.

REUTERS

Jayaram, Gurusaidutt
advance in Australian Open
SYDNEY: Indian shuttlers
Ajay Jayaram, RMV
Gurusaidutt and Anand
Pawar on Tuesday made
their way through to the
second round of the men's
singles at the Australian
Open Grand Prix Gold
being held at the Sydney
Convention and Exhibition
Centre. However, it was
the end of the road for two
veterans, also former
Indian national champi-
ons, Chetan Anand and
Arvind Bhat. IANS

Mumbai Tigers score over
Southern Samity
BANGALORE: Mumbai Tigers
kept their campaign on
track with a 3-0 win over
Southern Samity in the I-
League 2 qualifers on
Tuesday. This was their
second win after edging
past Langsning FC in their
first game of the final
round. HTC

Saina, Chong Wei lead
India Open field
NEW DELHI: Men’s singles
world no.1 shuttler Lee
Chong Wei of Malaysia
and women’s world no.2
Saina Nehwal will return
to action at the Siri Fort
Indoor Complex for the
India Open Super Series
starting on April 23. IANS

■ Asafa Powell
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FALCON BROS
CRUISE PAST
YOUNG GUNS 4-2
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MUMBAI: Striker S Rajwani struck
all the four goals as Falcon
Brothers produced some bril-
liant brand of attacking footbal
to humble Young Guns 4-2 in
the First Division play-off match
of the Mumbai District Footbal
Association (MDFA) League at
the St Xavier’s ground on
Tuesday.

In the other match of the day
Willingdon Catholic Gymkhana
(WCG) qualified to the semifi-
nal round after they received a
walk-over, as PIFA were unable
to field the minimum required
number of seven players for
their clash.
RESULTS 
Falcon Brothers, Mazgaon 4 (S Rajwani
4) bt Young Guns 2 (A Shah, R
Sachdev); Willingdon Catholic
Gymkhana w/o PIFA.

MHAL SELECTION
TRIALS ON APR 5-6
The Mumbai Hockey
Association Ltd (MHAL) will be
holding trials to select the
Mumbai team to participate in
the Senior National Women’s
Hockey Championship to be
played at Lucknow from Apri
18 to 30, 2013. The selection tri-
als will be conducted at the
MHAL Stadium, Churchgate on
Friday, April 5 and Saturday
April 6 from 8.00 am onwards
Players keen to represent
Mumbai are requested to attend
the trials. 

Detroit 108 Toronto 98  

Atlanta 102 Cleveland 94

Milwaukee 131 Charlotte  102

Memphis 92 San Antonio 90

Houston 111 Orlando 103

Minnesota 110 Boston 100  

Utah 112 Portland 102

Indiana 109 LA Clippers 106

RESULTS

■ Utah's Al Jefferson (left)
shoots past Portland’s JJ
Hickson on Monday. AP PHOTO

■ Sandeep Patil

■ Indonesia’s Christopher
Rungkat at a practice session
at the KSLTA in Bangalore on
Tuesday. UNI PHOTO

N B AM A I D A N C R I C K E T

We all are similarly
ranked. We end up pushing
each other trying to do
well. That also helps us.
Hopefully, we can 
get India into the World
Group again soon.   
YUKI BHAMBRI
on the India players ahead of
the tie against Indonesia

PTI PHOTO

Kumble eases
into role of
rival at home
SWITCHING ENDS Former RCB skipper
guides Mumbai Indians’ fortunes

HT-MaRS OPINION POLL

THE LEAGUE OF THE
GOOD, BAD AND UGLY
An exhaustive survey throws up many
interesting facts about the Indian
Premier League as it enters the sixth
edition. Before you are the highs and
lows that emerged. Read on...

Nurturing 
talent 36.7%
Entertainment 
value 21.7%
Cricket 
quality 15.5%
International 
audience 10.1%  
Revenue 
generation 7.6%  
Help change 
perception about India 8.0%

ADVANTAGE                Overall 18-21 22-25 26-35

42.6% 36.8% 33.6% 

20.5% 24.8% 20.5% 

12.4% 14.5% 17.7%  

9.9% 9.3% 10.7%

9.5% 4.2% 8.6%

5.2% 9.3% 8.5%

Age Group

Want more foreign players  
More Less Same

35.3% 46.1% 18.6%
Age Group More Less Same

18-21 40.0% 40.7% 19.3%
22-25 38.2% 41.5% 20.3%
26-30 31.8% 49.3% 18.9%
31-35 29.7% 51.4% 18.9%

Other towns 
Town CSK DD    KKR MI

AHMEDABAD 65.0% 5.0% 17.5% 5.0%
COCHIN 12.5% 12.5% 10.0% 57.5%
INDORE 34.1% 15.9% 22.7% 38.2%
LUCKNOW 22.5% 2.5% 12.5% 60.0%
RANCHI 50.0% 10.0% 17.5% 12.5%

HOW LOYAL ARE THE FANS?
The poor rating in Hyderabad reflects the tumult the
franchise has faced in the last few seasons after 
winning in 2009. The Deccan Chargers are defunct
now while the Sunrisers, though most of the players
have been retained, are yet to show what they are
capable off. Ahmedabad lends 65% support to the
MS Dhoni-led Chennai Super Kings, Lucknow 60% to
Mumbai Indians (60%) and Ranchi 50% to the two-
time champions (CSK). 

HOW THE TEAM
RATINGS WERE
DONE
Among the 
18-21 age group,
Chennai Super
Kings enjoyed the
highest overall rat-
ing (788) while
Mumbai Indians
received most 
rating points
among those in 
the 22-25 (791) 
and 26-35 (836)
bracket. The
Kolkata Knight
Riders came in
third overall with 
a rating of 654. 

WHAT THE TRENDS SAY
The overall figures are from respon-
dents in three age brackets (18-21, 22-
25 and 26-35). In 13 towns, respon-
dents intend to watch fewer games
than 2012 (15 to 11).

THE BENEFITS OF THE LEAGUE 
Nurturing young talent scores high on the respondents, 
showing how much fans value mentoring qualities. Entertai-
nment and cricketing qualities are rated next best. 

ISSUES

Want Pakistan players       
Yes No

48.2%          51.8%
Age Group Yes No

18-21 45.3% 54.7%
22-25 45.6% 54.4%
26-35 52.4%               47.6%

IPL Non
watchers watchers

IPL is very much 
cricket 33.6% 5.9%
It is good 
entertainment 41.9% 47.5%
It is pure
tamasha 24.5% 46.6%

PERCEPTION

India/England 
Tests 20.9%
India/England 
one-day Internationals 31.7%
India/Pakistan 
one-day Internationals 49.5%
World
Twenty20 33.9%

WATCHING TRENDS    Overall

Money kills 
motivation 66.9% 
Affects regular 
cricket calendar 56.0% 
Too much 
cricket 60.6% 
Partying and
Entertainment 62.9%
Leading young 
talent astray 48.5% 
Match-fixing 
on the rise 50.9%
Hurts Indian 
cricket 40.0%
Cause for 
Test slump 43.9%

DISADVANTAGES    Overall

CHENNAI
Super Kings 92.5%
BANGALORE
Royal Challemgers 85.0%
MUMBAI
Mumbai Indians 77.5%
NEW DELHI
Daredevils 64.1%
KOLKATA
Knight Riders 60.0%
PUNE
Warriors 31.7%
CHANDIGARH
Kings Eleven 30.0%
JAIPUR
Rajastan Royals 27.5%
HYDERABAD
Sunrisers     17.5%

LOYALTY                         Overall

Chennai Super Kings  
792  1    
Mumbai Indians     
790    2    
Kolkata Knight Riders 
654    3    
Royal Challengers  
639    4    
Delhi Daredevils    
622    5    
Rajasthan Royals     
605    6    
Kings XI Punjab 
590    7    
Pune Warriors    
563    8    
Sunrisers Hyderabad     
533   9

TEAM RATINGS  Rank

THE METHODOLOGY
The two-stage survey done in 14 towns —
nine Indian Premier League venues and
Lucknow, Ranchi, Ahmedabad, Indore and
Kochi, collected views from male cricket
viewers on television aged 18-35. 

It first elicited viewing habits from 2350 
people. The detailed second phase involved
940 respondents who had watched at least 
six Indian Premier League games in 2012.  

The positive attributes taken for team 
ratings were – never-say-die attitude, 
reliability, entertainment value, emphasis 
on nurturing talent, fair play, resource 
management, youth and energy, and victory
chances in 2014.

■ The Chennai
Super Kings
have emerged
the most 
popular IPL
team among
the cricket
crazy fans in
India, across 14
towns. The 
two-time 
champions led
by Mahendra
Singh Dhoni
will have a lot
of expectations
riding on them
as they begin a
fresh campaign
in the sixth 
edition of the
lucrative 
franchise
league.
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BANGALORE: Since his retirement
from international cricket in
2008, Anil Kumble has donned
many hats with ease. Not a lot of
cricketers, who have achieved a
lot on the field, have gone on to
taste the same success off it as
well. But Kumble, it can be said,
has bucked the trend at least ini-
tially.

After he called time on his
cricket career, Kumble slipped
into administration, becoming
the president of the Karnataka
State Cricket Association. He
served as the National Cricket
Academy chairman for a while
before relinquishing it, and cur-
rently heads the cricket com-
mittee of both the International
Cricket Council and technical
committee of the Board of
Control of Cricket India.

MANY ROLES
The two roles are reserved for
men with great acumen and
Kumble has fitted into them per-
fectly. However, it was the Royal
Challengers Bangalore who ben-
efitted the most from Kumble's
nous. After a forgettable open-
ing season in the IPL, RCB made
Kumble the captain for the sec-
ond edition and they went on to
reach the final in 2009. And then,
he subsequently was made a
mentor and has played a key role
in transforming RCB into a for-

midable unit.
So, it wasn't surprising that

the Mumbai Indians roped in
Kumble to break their title
drought, forcing the former India
skipper to end his allegiance to
the RCB.

STRATEGIC
Mumbai have played their cards
right, knowing well what the 42-
year-old can bring into the table
On Tuesday, it was strange to see
Kumble walk around the KSCA
premises in Mumbai Indians
colours, a feeling of being at home
but in an opposition camp.

For a major part of the day, he
stayed away from his KSCA
duties and was involved in chart-
ing Mumbai's strategy with
coach JohnWright and Sachin
Tendulkar, ahead of their season
opener against RCB here on
Thursday.

Daniel Vettori, who captained
RCB in the last two seasons and
worked closely with Kumble, said
they would miss him. “Who
knows what we will miss of him
and how much? Anil obviously
did a great job when he was with
the RCB, but he chose to move
on and it is entirely his choice,”
said Vettori.

Recently, Wright said he was
aware of Kumble's credentials
and went on to say 'He's my boss.
The New Zealander has seen
Kumble from many quarters
having worked with him as coach
of the India team.

■ Come Thursday, Mumbai Indians’ Anil Kumble will be an unfamiliar sight
in the opposition dressing room in Bangalore. KUNAL PATIL/HT FILE PHOTO
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